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GRATITUDE 

Coal, especially Thar Coal has remained a 

subject of many debates and discussions in 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

these days when the economy is facing acute 

shortages of energy, primarily the electricity. 

This has led to a greater collaboration between 

the Federal and Provincial governments which 

have provided conducive environment 

supported by attractive incentives for investor 

in coal mining of coal based power generation. 

There are several infrastructure projects which 

have been lined up to provide for critical 

linkages. However, there still remained a lot of misconceptions about the viability of 

ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘŀǊ /ƻŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀŎƪ 

of implementation on the investors response to the incentives offered, had at times led 

to some incorrect perceptions.   

 

International Coal Conference 2011 was envisaged priority to bring all the sectors of 

stakeholders and analysts together to tell each of their part of the activities in coal sector. 

It was from such an initiative at this stage where highest level of federal and provincial 

governments met with the present and prospective investors, international experts as 

general audience. They all reiterated their commitments towards the development of 

¢ƘŀǊ /ƻŀƭŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ confidence in the future benefits 

of the projects on Thar Coalfield. 

 
 

We are thankful to our distinguished guests who found time to grace the occasion 

especially the Honorable Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, Honorable Governor 

Sindh Dr. Ishrat-ul-Ibad, Honorable Chief Minister Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Federal 

Minister for Water & Power Syed Naveed Qamar Shah and the Members of the Federal 

and Provincial Cabinets,  Members of Diplomatic Corps, our guests from coal and energy 
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sector ,  trade and industrial community, academia, media and financial institutions. 

 

We like to especially thank our foreign guests from China, Australia, UK, Greece, Czech 

Republic, South Korea, Germany, and other countries, along with local guests who 

travelled from various parts of the country to attend the event. 

 

 
 
 

Mohammad Younus Dagha 
Secretary 
Coal & Energy Development Department 
Government of Sindh 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The International Coal Conference 2011 was organized to highlight the importance and 

significance of coal resources of Sindh in the energy sector of Pakistan.  It was the first 

major initiative of the Government of Sindh to showcase Thar Coal power project as for 

critical energy security of Pakistan. Mr. Mohammad Younus Dagha, Secretary Coal and 

Energy Development Department, Government of Sindh presented the objectives of the 

conference and discussed the misconceptions and myths about Thar Coal and looked 

forwarded that the conference would remove these misconceptions with facts and 

figures being presented by the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ /ƻŀƭ. 

The conference was inaugurated by Syed Naveed Qamar, Federal Minister for Water and 

Power. The highlight of the first session was the key note speech by Syed Naveed Qamar 

ǿƘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘis vital project in Sindh. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ōȅ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ /ƻŀƭ and mining sector 

were presented. These included άThar Lignite and its exploitation and various usesέ by Dr. 

Larry Thomas, Director Dargo associates, UK and άMitigating Power Crisis through 

Indigenous Coalέ by Dr. Marcos Leontidis, an International Mining Consultant from 

Greece. 

The second session highlighted the success stories of various project developers who are 

working on different blocks in Thar Coalfield. Mr. Khalid Mansoor, CEO Sindh Engro Coal 

Mining Company of Thar Block II, Dr. Muhammad Saleem, Site Incharge, Underground 

Coal Gasification Project of Thar Block V, Mr. Shahrukh Khan, CEO Oracle Coalfields of 

Thar Block VI shared their progress with optimism.  Mr. Bradley G. Green, Managing 

Director, Australasian Continental Energy Pty. Ltd spoke about Australian Collaboration in 

Thar Coal Development for Mining and Power Generation Projects.  Mr. Zubair Motiwala, 

Chairman Sindh Board of Investment spoke about the importance of development of Coal 

sector to overcome the energy crisis in the country. 

The Honorable Chief Guest in the concluding session, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, Prime 

Minister of Pakistan chaired the closing session which was also attended by Dr. Ishrat-ul-

Ibad, Governor Sindh and Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Chief Minister Sindh. The Chief Minister 

thanked the Chief Guest and other participants who were present in the conference. The 

Honorable Prime Minister addressed the ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
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commitment for Thar Coal Power Project and regarded it as essential for the energy 

security of Pakistan and for accelerating economic activity in the country. 

INTERNATIONAL COAL CONFERENCE - AT A GLANCE 

Overview  

The International Coal Conference 

was held on 22nd of October 2011, 

at Sheraton Hotel in Karachi, 

Pakistan. The Conference, which 

was organized by Coal & Energy 

Development Department, Thar 

Coal & Energy Board, and Sindh 

Coal Authority with the 

collaboration of Sindh Board of 

Investment, Government of Sindh ended with a significant massage of positioning Sindh 

as the Future Power House of the region.  

The objective of the Conference was to create awareness, showcase potential, attract 

investment and highlight initiatives of Federal and Sindh government in the development 

of Thar coal deposits in the province, stated to be the 5th largest in the world. It was 

attended by more than 850 participants including renowned international, national coal 

sector specialistsΰ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎΰ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΰ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΰ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ 

Syed Naveed Qamar, federal 

minister for Water & Power in his 

remarks while opening the first 

session of the conference, 

applauded the efforts of 

Government of Sindh for organizing 

the International Coal Conference to 

highlight the commitments and 
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efforts of the government to utilize the potential of this important source of energy. He 

said that the federal government realizing the gravity of energy crises has extended all 

the support in matters related to the development of coal sector. The federal government 

has already approved an attractive incentive package to facilitate investment for this vital 

resource. 

Mr. Mohammad Younus Dagha 

Secretary Coal & Energy 

Development Department who also 

heads charge of Secretary 

Investment/DG Sindh Board of 

Investment highlighted the main 

objectives of the conference and 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀǊ 

Coal is high on the agenda of 

present government to overcome 

the current energy crises as well as to meet the future demand of power. He also shared 

some of the misconceptions and myths which are incorrectly associated with Thar Coal 

and invited the international experts to express their views on these matters. He also 

expressed his optimism about the interest being shown by the international investors in 

Thar Coalfield. 

Mr. Zubair Motiwala ς Chairman 

Sindh Board of Investment, also 

highlighted that in order to exploit 

Thar Coal resources on a fast track 

basis for power generation, the 

federal government and provincial 

government of Sindh has 

established Thar Coal & Energy 

Board. The TCEB under the 

chairmanship of Chief Minister Sindh is working to achieve the Coal of developing Thar 








































































































